[Immunogenetic methods in the prognosis of the efficacy of using a method of transfusing extracorporeally irradiated autologous blood for treating patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
HLA antigens distribution among subgroups of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients was compared with reference to the results achieved after the treatment with transfusion of extracorporeally irradiated autologous blood (TEIB). The treatment efficacy was found to be in general 66% and to depend on HLA phenotype, age of the patients, the RA activity. The analysis of associations of clinical significance exhibited by clinical, laboratory and immunogenetic signs made it possible to derive a formula for individual prognostic criterion capable of raising TEIB efficacy to 89%.